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1. The Planning Committee requested The Mosites Company summarize the comparative analysis 
of a potential Brilliant Avenue shared access drive with the previously proposed access point at 
Eastern in order to gain a better understanding of the benefits of a potential access point at 
Brilliant Avenue. 

a. Brilliant Access 
i. If Mosites is able to achieve an additional primary access point at the Highland 

Park Bridge interchange, there will be a significant reduction in the number of 
trips expected to be traveling a potential shared access road to and from the 
R47 project.  The opportunity for a new primary access point was the main 
reason Mosites is now able to consider an entrance at Brilliant, and significantly 
reduced traffic in Aspinwall is the primary benefit. 

ii. The entry sequence right off of Freeport Road is made more park-like by 
relocating the Aspinwall Public Works Salt Shed and Maintenance Building to a 
site adjacent to the 3 bay garage. This proposal has not been formally reviewed 
yet by Public Works or Aspinwall Council, but general discussions Mosites had 
previously with Public Works indicated that this approach would likely be 
considered positively. 

iii. The potential shared access drive is envisioned to be a park-like lane with 
landscaping that buffers the view of three adjacent parking areas (including the 
municipal lot) and an access to the reconfigured public works yard.  The 
proposed access drive is pushed to the north to the greatest extent possible and 
is envisioned to feel like a drive at the edge of the park rather than through the 
park. 

iv. The Amphitheatre and sled riding hill would remain in the current location and 
the location of an access drive behind the hill would greatly expand the extent 
of West Park and opens up views into West Park from under the AVR line 
overhead in comparison to the Eastern configuration. 

v. The municipal parking lot would continue to have direct access to Brilliant 
Avenue - similar to how it works today. 



b. Eastern Access 
i. The access drive geometry interrupted West Park and required the relocation of 

more of Middle Alley and the Amphitheater and Sled Riding Hill. 
ii. The access drive geometry orphaned more park space to the north. 

iii. It was difficult to find a good location for the Amphitheater and sled riding hill 
that didn’t interrupt the east/west visual connectivity in the park. 

iv. Municipal lease parking would have been difficult to get to by foot from Eastern 
Avenue.  A pedestrian fly over to this parking would have been costly and had 
not yet been funded. 

2. The Committee requested The Mosites Company develop a presentation to Council to address 
the process and the details of the proposed shift from Eastern Avenue to Brilliant for a potential 
shared access drive.  The Mosites Company will work with the Committee and Council to 
establish an appropriate time for this presentation. 
 

3. The Mosites Company will work with the Borough Manager to set up a time to meet with the 
Public Works department to discuss design issues that need to be addressed in order to 
potentially relocate the Salt Shed and Maintenance Building. 

 
4. Environmental Planning and Design noted that Norfolk Southern will likely request a 

comparative line of site study between the current crossing at River and the proposed crossing 
at Brilliant.     

 
5. The Committee requested The Mosites Company provide the Borough a summary of the next 

steps to ensure alignment with the Borough around the work that is required to move forward 
with an intersection at Brilliant Ave. This should include: 

a. The Mosites Company’s understanding of the status of the available funding to 
complete the project utilizing the PennDOT and GEDF grants. 

b. The Mosites Company’s expected contribution to complete the design and engineering 
of the intersection that includes a potential shared access drive to R47. 

c. The design criteria that the intersection must utilize in order to accommodate a 
potential shared access drive to R47. 

d. Assumptions about the timeline and sequence of events that should be tracked in order 
to commence work without risk of losing grant funding. 
 

6. The Mosites Company is setting up a meeting with PennDOT to further discuss the opportunity 
for a third and primary access to the Riverfront District from the Highland Park Bridge 
interchange on Main Street and ensure that an evaluation of this potential access point is 
aligned with the planning that PennDOT is currently undertaking for the Route 28 and Highland 
Park Bridge projects.   
 

7. The Mosites Company stressed that it is critical that Aspinwall, O’Hara and Sharpsburg 
demonstrate unified community support for the potential third and primary access point near 
the Highland Park Bridge, as PennDOT will strongly consider community input as it evaluates this 
proposal. 


